
 
February 5, 2014 
 
Dear Campus Community, 
 
On the evenings of February 3rd and 4th, our community suffered separate motor vehicle accidents 
involving pedestrians at crosswalks. I want you to know that the pedestrians, all UMass Amherst 
students, are recovering from non life-threatening injuries, and that both accidents are still under 
investigation. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize your responsibility to stay alert whether you are 
driving, walking or biking. Your ability to react quickly and adapt to a given situation will increase 
your ability to stay safe. 
 
Throughout campus, crosswalks are placed strategically to promote the safe and orderly movement of 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic. When crossing at an intersection, pedestrians should stop at the curb 
line and look left, right, then left again before proceeding. When you determine the roadway is clear, 
begin crossing while staying alert for oncoming vehicles. Always check for traffic while crossing and be 
prepared to stop for an approaching vehicle even if you are in a crosswalk. When using crosswalks 
avoid running or biking across, since drivers will not expect someone to enter into the crosswalk at a 
faster pace then [sic] what they’re used to. 
 
Remember, our campus welcomes visitors every day, many of whom may not be accustomed to 
driving in such a heavily populated pedestrian community. Visitors may be unaware of the crosswalk 
areas and react slower to crossing pedestrians. Crosswalk safety is a shared responsibility. 
 
Pedestrians must always look for turning vehicles before stepping off the curb. Make sure that any 
driver making a right or left turn sees you and slows to a stop before you cross. If you are uncertain, 
wait until the vehicle passes then look again and cross safely. When walking at night, travel with a 
friend and wear light, bright, reflective colors that make it easier for drivers to see you. Reflective 
clothing is a great way to increase your chances of being visible to motorists. Don’t assume that because 
you see them that they see you. 
 
Drivers should look out for pedestrians everywhere, at all times and use extra caution when driving in 
hard-to-see conditions, including inclement weather and reduced lighting. Prior to operating your 
vehicle, ensure that your windshield is clear and your vehicle equipment is operating properly. 
 
When approaching a crosswalk, yield to pedestrians and stop a reasonable distance back from the 
crosswalk to give other vehicles an opportunity to see the crossing pedestrians. Slow down and be 
prepared to stop when turning or otherwise entering a crosswalk. 
 
Never pass vehicles stopped at a crosswalk. There is a reason other vehicles have stopped that may not 
be evident to you, and there is likely someone crossing. 
 
Technology has afforded us all the ability to multi-task and become more efficient, but that should 
never come at the price of personal safety. Don’t be distracted by electronic devices that take your eyes 
and ears off the road. Use of cell phones, ear buds and other electronic devices can place you at an 
increased risk for an accident, regardless of whether you are walking, biking or driving. Please stay 
alert to stay safe on campus. 
 
John Horvath 
Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 


